The ariginal four members of the group were
Raigal-vol Khovalyg, Anatoli Kuular and the
brothers Alexander and Sayan Bapa {although
Albert Kuvezin was also briefly involved hefore
he went on to start his cwn araup Yat-Kha),
Three of them had a spectacular range of
throzt singing skillz and also playad the various
horse-head fiddles and lutes that bring further
textures to the music. Alexander Bapa had
an unusual range of percussian, including
tungur (shamanic drum) and xapchyk (sheep's
kneebones rattled in a bull's scrotum). Kaigal-
0l was born inta a family of shepherds who
maintained a traditional lifestyle with yurts
and a herd of horses. The Tuvans have litarally
hundreds of songs about horses and the animals
are & rich source of rhythmic inspiration and
poetic metaphor,

Huun-Huur-Tu recorded faur COs for

The Tuvans were
invited to jam with
Frank Zappa and
play with the
Kronos Quartet at
George Lucas’
Skywalker Ranch
e TSy

Shanachie in the US; their debut 60 Harsas in
My Herd (1993), which thrilled Frank Lappa,
The Orphan’s Lament (1994), If I'd Been Born
an Eagle (1997), with Russian musicians Sergel
Starostin and German Popov, and Where Yourng
Grass Graws (1999), which includes mare
unlikely collaborations with Martyn Bennett on
smallpipes and Mary MacMaster on harp. In
1895 Alexander Bapa handed his bull's scrotum
to Alexei Saryglar and in 2003 Andre Mongush
replaced Anatoli Kuular who'd had enough of
touring and wanted to spend more time in Tuva
in touch with traditional musicians.

Fram the mid-90s, Huun-Huur-Tu became
involved in several fusion prajects. For the Jaro
label in Germany they made two interesting
recordings, £y Fly My Sadnass (1996 and
Mountzin Tajie (1998), with The Bulgarian
Voices Angelite and the Moscow Art Tria,
Russian pianist Mikhail Alperin likens it o a
family with the Bulgarian wormen's choir as
the mother, the Tuvan everlone SINEErs a5
“the father' and The Moscow Art Trioy, "with tha
Russian soud of Serpel Starostin and TEN oW
Jewish melancholy' as the children, Thare weare
also the inevitable Spirits fram Tiva Care) remis
alburn and Malerifa (Greenwave), the band's awn
experiment with electranics, Ted Levin, who has
warked extensivaly with the band aver the YEArS,
puts the dilernma eloquently in his beak Wiiera
Rivers and Mountains Sing: *How could music
tnked to the beauty of natural landscapas ang
the reassuring preserce of herd animmais, the
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impartance of humility before spivil-masters and

respect for the values of family (e, ke exvessod
int the hybrid musical idioms and crossover slyles

that epitormized contemporary worid music?

It's an important guestion. As is the issle of
electronics, because the band's natural =00
i 50 full of strange timbres and extraordinary
affects, by adding technical gimmicks yau can
end up with less than the sum of the parts,
That's why they are such an Impressive live act,
when you can see what a group of four guys and
a collection of fiddles, skins, knucklebones and
scrotums can do.

BEST ALBUMS

The Drphan's Lament

[Shanachie 1994)

LLURRITIERE This was one of our 50 Classic
B \orld Music Albums, with the

stunning opening 'Prayer’ and

same of their most popular

L onps, ‘Odugen Taiga® and

& Eli Attar’, which in a remixed

version became a number ane in Greece after it

was used for a Soccer lottery ad,

Where Yoong Grass Grows (Shanachie 1988)

; LR 1uch more sophisticated
o production on this album
with a stunning apening
track, ‘Ezir-Kara’, with words
penned by a great horseman
killed in the 19305 purpes
and full of dramatic vocal and instrumental
ettects, including the late Martyn Bannett
on smallpipes. Also a lew's harp rap and
spectacular avertone singing an harschack on
the sleppes,

Besl Live (laro) or Live | (Greenwave)

Twio discs have been released
from an excellent cancert
gven in Karelia, Russia in
2001, You can really fenl that
4 everylhing is live and for real,
but it would have been even
eatter ediled down to ans
CO. On Jara, in Eurape, they
are Litled Rest Live (20013
and Mare Liva (2003) and on
Greenwave, in Russian and
the U5, Live I and Live 2
(both released 2001,

HUUN-HUUR-TY

Butit W Livey

| &
i E"" .'#ri"" ;;ﬂ'.' ':"
4

g

The Tuvans exposs themselves 1o
e elements an the stappes

i recent release isn't generous
T M T laying time, but it is thei
"t"i'F"":":' on playing time, but it is their
most successful wark with
electronics. Programmer Andrei Sarmsonov adds
electronic soundscapes and textures giving a
more conternporary feel, The titte-track is in
Praise of the mountain source of the Yenisel river

BEST AVOIDED

Malerija (Greenwave 2003)

some classic tracks getting
dragmed down with electronics
and leaden baats,

LIKE HUUN-HUUR-TU? THEN TRY. ..

= w4 | Tuva, Among the Spivits

[Smithsonian Folkways 1999)

Make a visit to Tuva itsalf

lo hear master overtane

B singers (including Khaigal-ool
== Khaovalyg, Anatoli Kuular and

Alexei Sarglar of HHT) singing an hillsides, on

harseback, by streams and in a sacred cave,

Breathtaking stuff.
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Huun-HuurTu are on tour in the
UK till May 21 (see On the Road for
details) and in Europe during the
summer

SONGLINES



